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Welcome! 

Welcome to The Portfolio Con- 
nection Newsletter. It is intended to 
keep you in touch with developments 
on the Portfolio PD and Shareware 
scene as well as provide hints and tips 
on using your Atari Portfolio or DIP 
Pocket PC. 

Further issues will be brought out 
periodically and your news, views and 
contributions will be welcome! 


New This Month: 
Applications 


> Acom -acoms program 
Dial.bat - an automatic dialler for 
xterm2 
DBShow - the updated version 
1.12 
PC - comprehensive program- 
mers' calculator for the PF 
Sched - an MSDos based class 
scheduling program which works 
on the PF 
Tropme.adr - a Portfolio address 
file of tropical medicines 
Typist - a small program which 
helps practice using the Portfolio 
keyboard 
> TRS - Time Recording System is 
a shareware program for recording 
time spent on various tasks and 
projects. 
> West-2 - a flight computer for the 
Portfolio 
(These programs along with a few 
others are available on Set 7b.) 
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Utilities 

> Chkerd - tests for the presence of 
amemory card in batch files 

> Copyl - copies files from one 
memory card to another in one go 
and allows you to change cards in 
the process 

> Dateit & Nameit - allow you to 
add date, time and filename to the 
end of a textfile 
(The above are available in Set 8) 


> Compak - enables you to place a 
number of small com files into a 
single file so as to save space 
Dvorak - a tsr to turn the PF key- 
board into a Dvorak style one 
Tone - a touch tone dialler 
(The above are available in Set 9) 


Graphics 

There are so many new graphics 
files and animations this month, in- 
cluding a paint program for the Portfo- 


lio: SPaint and PGCView, a pgc 
graphic file viewer for Windows 3, 
that we have created a further graphics 
set. See catalogue for details. 


|| Also in this issue: 

| 1. Saving space on memory cards 
2. How editor hooks can increase 
the capabilities of the Portfolio's 

*) built-in editor 

| 3. A review of two tetris games 

4. News for Atari ST owners 


PBasic 


> Flight Programs - 22weig.bas, 
22runw.bas and fw.bas are all air- 
craft computation programs 
Clock.bas - a simple clock 
Mort.bas - work out mortgage 
repayments 

Homern.bas - plays 'Home on the 
Range' 

Weekdy.bas - gives day of the 
week for date entered 

Zbasic & TBasic - other forms of 
basic which work on the PF 
(These, along with other basic 
programs are available on Set 1b.) 
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Your Company Logo or Letterhead as a 
Portfolio Graphic or Animation 


This new service from the Portfo- 
lio Connection will enable you to have 
your company logo, letterhead or other 
graphic made into a graphics file to 
display on your Portfolio. 

This is an ideal way of attracting 
attention to your business and can be 
made even more effective with an ani- 


Spele choco cteate clot 
IBM compatible disk ready for 
downloading to your Portfolio. 

Send us a clear example of your 
logo or other graphic, either as 
hardcopy or as clipart on IBM com- 
patible disk and we will do the rest! 

Alternatively, if you send us a 
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For all your Travel Guide Information 
18 Ocean Street, Continental Way, 


Isle of Wight. Tel: 0983 444444 


A screenshot of a Portfolio graphic logo. An animation of 
this same logo might include a spinning globe 


mated logo. The graphic is supplied 
with a small viewer and typically takes 
up no more than 2k of your memory 
card. 

The animation files are self- 
running and are generally about 6-10k 
in size. 

Prices: 
> Portfolio Graphic £7.50 
> Portfolio Animation £45 

Prices include P&P and will nor- 
mally be supplied on 3’4" or 5%" 


memory card, the graphics can be 
loaded directly onto the card and re- 
turned to you by registered post. How- 
ever there is an additional charge of £2 
if you require this service. 

A sample animation file is in- 
cluded on each Portfolio Connection 
disk or can be obtained by sending a 
blank disk to The Portfolio Connec- 
tion. If you have any other queries, 
then please feel free to contact us. 
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Saving Space 

The small storage capacity of the 
Portfolio memory cards can be a prob- 
lem as even the largest card will only 
hold 125952 bytes after formatting. 
However there are a number of ways 
to save space and so increase the num- 
ber of files you can store on each card. 


Compress your Com and 
Exe files 


By using an executable file com- 
pression utility, you can reduce the 
size of your com and exe files by 
about two thirds or half of the original 
size. These compressed files still run 
as normal from the command line but 
enable you to cram more files onto 
your memory card. Some of the PD 
and shareware programs available 
from The Portfolio Connection have 
already been compressed in this way. 
Three such file compressors: Diet, 
Pklite and Lzexe are available on Set 
12 - PC Accessories. 


Create larger Batch files 


Although this may seem to go 
against the idea of saving space it can 
save quite a lot - especially if you have 
a lot of batch files on your cards. 

The operating system on the Port- 
folio allocates space on memory cards 
in 512 byte blocks. This means that 
even with files smaller than 512 bytes, 
this amount of space is still ‘used up' 
on your memory card. 

If you have, say, five batch files 
on your memory card, each about 100 
bytes long then this will use up 
5x512=2560 bytes of space on the 
card. If you combine these batch files 
into one large batch file it will be 
about 512 bytes long and therefore 
only take up 512 bytes of card space. 
Even if it was slightly larger than this 
it would still only take up 2x512=1024 
bytes - a space saving of over 50%! 

Go.bat in Set 9 - Utilities 2 is an 
example of this and is able to carry out 
many functions such as moving, sort- 
ing and backing up files; changing 
printer pitch; writing memos and a 
whole lot more. To learn its use type: 

Go help 
from the 


command line or 


alternatively view the file in the Port- 
folio editor. Basically the file consists 
of a number of routines marked by la- 
bels eg. 

‘Help 

By typing Go + the name of the 
label you are taken to that specific rou- 
tine in the batch file. Thus: 

Go help (followed by enter) 

takes you to the help section of the 

batch file. 


Combine your small Com 


files into one Com file 


Many of the com files for the 
Portfolio are quite small eg 
Curson.com ( in Set 9 - Utilities 2) is 
only 9 bytes long but, as for the small 
batch files described above, it takes up 
512 bytes of precious space on your 
memory card. 

Compak.com, also found in Set 9 
- Utilities 2, enables you to combine a 
number of such small com files into 
one large com file. Eprint.com, in the 
same set, is an example of this. Eprint 
contains ten small printer programs, 
each about 50 bytes long. To store 
these programs separately on your card 
would use up 10x512=5120 bytes of 
space. Eprint is 12%6 bytes long which 
would use up only 1536 bytes of card 
space (3x512). 

However, that's not all. If you 
compress Eprint.com using Diet, one 
of the com file compressors mentioned 
earlier, the size is reduced to 990 bytes 
which only takes up 1024 bytes of card 
space (2x512). This gives a space sav- 
ing of 4096 bytes (or 4k) from the 
original size of 5120 bytes mentioned 
above! 


Archive your text files 


If you have a large number of text 
files stored on your memory card it 
might be worth compressing them with 
the Arc utilities in Set 9 - Utilities 2. 1 
have a number of standard letters on 
my DIP Pocket PC. By putting them 
into a file called text.arc using 
arca.com, only one third of the card 
space is used. When I need a letter, I 
can then extract it using arce.com, 
complete the letter, print and either 
delete it or re-archive it. However, 
arca.com is quite large (about 7k) so 
you need a lot of text files to make the 
saving worthwhile. Also you need 
enough space left on the card to be 
able to unarchive your largest file, so 
if your largest archived file is 8k you 


will need 8-10k of disk space left to be 
able to unarchive it properly. 


Use PRead 


If your text file does not need to 
be edited and is under 63000 bytes in 
length, then it might be worth consid- 
ering the use of PRead in Set 11 - 
PRead. 

Pread enables you to attach a 
small but powerful text viewer onto a 
standard text file, turning it into a self- 
executing com file. As we have seen 
earlier, this file can then be com- 
pressed using one of the file compres- 
sors in Set 12 to achieve a 50% to 80% 
reduction in size on the original text 
file. 

PRead files may contain chapter 
markers to quickly move from one 
area of the file to another and there is 
a built-in search facility to locate text 
strings. 

Set 11 contains a number of 
PRead files. Using this method, the 
complete text of Alice in Wonderland 
has been crammed into three PRead 
files each only 22k to 25K in length! 
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What are Editor 
Hooks ? 


Editor hooks are executable files 
which may be run from inside the edi- 
tor. They have the extension of ‘hoo' 
and in order to function properly they 
must be placed in the root directory of 
the memory card in drive A: of your 
Portfolio. 

From inside the editor you press 
the F6 function key and a window is 
popped up with a list of your ‘hoo' 
files. Select the hook file you need and 
press enter and the file will run. All 
the hook files with the exception of 
one are in Set 2 -Wordprocessing. 

Following is a list of the editor 
hooks available from The Portfolio 
Connection: 


> Count - counts the number of 
words in the currently open text 
file. Superseded by Wc.hoo 


> Code & Decode - perform simple 
encoding and decoding functions 
on the text file currently loaded in 
the editor. The code is fairly easy 
to break but will provide a small 
measure of security to files. 

> Nerypt & Derypt - similar to 
code and decode above but much 
harder to crack. You supply an 
encryption keyword. A quick way 
to keep sensitive information safe. 

> Edir - gives a list of the files in 
your current directory according 
to the file mask you enter. 

> Editshow - a clever hook which 
enables you to display graphic 
files from inside the editor. You 
place the cursor on the name of a 
pgc graphic file in your text, run 
editshow.hoo and the graphic is 
displayed! 

> Macro - this hook allows user- 
defined macros to be run from in- 
side the editor eg. to add your ad- 
dress to a letter. This demo 
version allows for one macro. The 
registered version supports up to 
ten macros. 

> Timedate - allows you to add the 
current time or date to the text file 
currently loaded in the editor. 

> We - gives the number of lines, 
words and characters in the cur- 
rent text file as well of the number 
of bytes needed to store it on disk. 
Smaller, faster and more compre- 
hensive than count.hoo. 

> Dial - this hook is in Set 9 and en- 
ables you to dial a number in the 
current text file using the Portfo- 
lio's speaker. 
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SEND US YOUR LETTERS! 
Hopefully this space will be much 
larger in the next issue as we'd like to 
hear your news, views, gripes and 
wishes. Write to: 
The Portfolio Connection, 
Bucklands Cottage, Wallingford Rd, 
Cholsey, Oxon, OX10 9HB. 


The contents of The Portfolio Connection 
Newsletter are ©1992 Peter Bennett 
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Tetris for the Portfolio 


In this issue we review the two 
versions of Tetris available for the 
Portfolio, Portris and Tetrad. Both 
of these programs are in Set 6 - 
Games and are Public Domain. 

Portris comes from B J Gleason 
of The 
American 
University, a 
prolific author 
of Portfolio 
programs and 
Tetrad from James 
R Casstevens. Both 
programs solve the small screensize 
by displaying sideways. To play the 


A screenshot from Portris 
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can be toggled using the N key if, say, 
you are on public transport, or just 
when you tire of it. Tetrad has very 
basic sound which can be turned off. 
Both Portris and Tetrad increase 
in speed as you clear more lines. Tet- 
rad offers the additional facility of 
being able to 
set a starting 
speed level 
from 0 to 9. 
Tetrad 
also _ offers 
better graph- 
ics, a preview of the 
next block and, for those of you who 
are left-handed, the ability to reverse 
the direction of the display and reas- 


game you sign the keys 
turn the Port- ‘ used to con- 
folio on its| & trol the 
side. The} # blocks. How- 
screenshots | ever, these 
show this additional 
more clearly. This screenshot from Tetrad shows the more facilities are at 
Both comprehensive and pleasing screen display the expense of 


games use the 
W, Z, S and A keys as standard for 
left, right, rotate block and drop 
block. Both games may be paused - 
by pressing the F key in Portris and 
the Esc key in Tetrad. 

Portris offers sound in the form 
of a little melody when you success- 
fully complete a line. Fortunately, this 


News for Atari ST 


Owners 


Atari ST Back-up 

Portfolio owners with an Atari 
ST computer can back up all files to 
3%" disk by using the Serial interface 
on the Portfolio with a special cable 
and programs which we can provide. 

Files can then be transferred back 
to the Portfolio for re-use or loaded 
into the ST. Files can be re-named 
during the transfer process which is 
also quite fast for the small file sizes 
on the Portfolio. 

ST word processors can handle 
the editor, diary and address book 
files (which can also be sent to a 
printer). Spreadsheets can be loaded 
into Lotus compatible spreadsheets 
for the ST. Alternatively the ST can 


a larger file 
size, 

Overall, Tetrad is probably the 
more comprehensive and pleasing 
program if you have the space on 
your card, but if not, I can say from 
personal experience that Portris is 
able to supply hours of addictive fun! 
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use a PC emulator and then files can 
be used as you would on a PC, 

We are currently compiling a Set 
of ST programs for use in conjunction 
with the Portfolio and hope to supply 
a package consisting of the cable and 
coms programs for the ST and 
Portfolio. 

Contact The Portfolio Connection 
for more details if you are interested. 
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Next Issue: 


Securing data on your Portfolio 
A review of some of the Portfolio 
utilities available. 

Portfolio paint program review 
Wordprocessing 

Games Corner 

A look at PBasic 
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“Atari” and "Portfolio" are trademarks of the Atari Corporation 


DIP" is a trademark of DIP Systems Ltd. 


